
Stray Cat Flow Chart 
What should you do if you come across a ‘stray cat’ 

Has the top the top of 

the cats left ear been 

removed? 

Place a paper collar 

on the cat for 7 days 

with your contact 

details requesting the 

owner to contact you. 
Inform your local animal charity that 

you are using the paper collar system 

and would like to place the cat on their 

waiting list should no owners come 

forward in 7 days. Also inform local 

vets  and social media groups. 

Is the cat  

injured? 

Yes No 

No 

Yes 

Is the cat  

injured? 

Yes 

Yes No 

Likely to be a feral cat 

but may still require 

veterinary treatment. 

Contact Oak Tree 

Animals’ Charity for 

assistance. 

The cat is most likely feral 

and if ear tipped may 

have been neutered by an  

organisation such as  

Oak Tree. No further 

action should be taken. 

Cat may be a part of a  

feral colony and will require 

neutering.  

Contact Oak Tree for advice 

on Trap, Neuter and  

Return 

Take to your nearest  

veterinary practice for medical 

treatment. They will also be 

able to scan the cat for a 

microchip to help find owners. 

No 

 Firstly you will need to determine whether or not the cat is a stray, or is it in fact your neighbour who likes 
to roam. Try not to feed any cats in your area as this will encourage them to return. Follow these simple 

steps to helping the cats in your area. 

Is the cat  

approachable? 

For further information please speak with a member of our Community team on 01228 560082  

community@oaktreeanimals.org.uk 


